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Planning Committee  
 

Tuesday, 20th January, 2026 
 
 

HYBRID MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
 

Members present: Councillor Murphy (Chairperson); 
Aldermen Lawlor, McCullough and Rodgers; 
Councillors Abernethy, Anglin, Bell, Brennan, 
T. Brooks, Carson; Doran, D. Douglas, S. Douglas,  
Garrett, Groogan, Hanvey, Magee, McCabe, 
McCann and Whyte.  
 

In attendance:  Ms. K. Bentley, Director of Planning and Building Control; 
Mr. K. McDonnell, Solicitor (Regulatory and Planning); 
Mr. E. Baker, Planning Manager (Development Management), 
Mr. D. O’Kane, Planning Manager (Plans and Policy) 
Ms. C Reville, Principal Planning Officer;  
Ms. L. Walshe, Principal Planning Officer;  
Mr. N. Hasson, Senior Planning Officer; and 
Ms. C. Donnelly, Committee Services Officer. 

 
 

Apologies 
 
 No apologies for inability to attend were reported.  
 

Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meeting of 9th December were taken as read and signed as correct.  
It was reported that those minutes had been adopted by the Council at its meeting on 
8th January, 2025. 
 

Declarations of Interest  
 
 No declarations of interest were reported.  
 

Committee Site Visit 
 
 The Committee noted that the previously scheduled site visit had not taken place and 
would be rescheduled.  
 

Notifications from Statutory Bodies 
 
Abandonment at Bradford Square 
 
 The Committee noted the proposed abandonment at Bedford Square.  
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Planning Appeals Notified 

 
 The Committee noted the appeals decisions. 
 

Planning Decisions Issued 
 
 The Committee noted the planning decisions issued in December, 2025. 
 

Live Applications for Major Development 
 
 The Committee noted the list of live applications for major development. 
 

Committee Decisions that have yet to issue 
 
 The Committee noted the list of Committee decisions which had not yet been issued. 
 
 

Miscellaneous Reports 
 
Local Applications subject to NIW Objections 
 
 The Committee agreed to delegate to the Director of Planning and Building Control 
those Local planning applications to which NI Water had objected. 
 
Section 76 Monitoring Report 
 
 The Acting Development Planning and Policy Manager provided the Committee with 
an overview of the Section 76 Monitoring Report and key information around financial 
developer contributions.  
 
 The Committee noted the outcomes of the annual S76 Monitoring report for 2020/21 
to 2024/25 and the intention to publish the summary document and accompanying online map 
viewer on the Council’s website. 
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Planning Applications previously considered 

 
LA04/2024/2077/F - Proposed change of use 
from office space (B1) and storage or 
distribution (B4) to Bowling Alley, Restaurant, 
Indoor Golf, Children's Soft Play, VR Zone & 
Amusements, Smoking Area, Car Parking 
and Associated Site Works. Proposal 
includes changes to elevations. (Amended 
Plans Received). - Adelaide Business Centre 2-6 
Apollo Road 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer summarised the application and explained that the 
application had been approved by the Committee at its meeting in August, 2025 and that, 
subsequently, six late objections had been received which raised the following issues: 
 

 Road safety;  

 Conflict with existing right of way;  

 Parking; 

 Access; 

 Contaminated land; and 

 Community consultation.  
 
 She reported that four late letters of support had been submitted and that 
correspondence had been received from Carson McDowell Solicitors on behalf of Agnew’s 
Trade Centre which clarified that the previous objection, referred to in the case officer report, 
should have referenced the northwestern corner of the site rather than the northeastern corner 
and the agent had subsequently submitted a rebuttal of the aforementioned objection and a 
revised ground floor plan which removed the superseded site layout from the drawing.  
 
 She explained the key points raised in objection and stated that officers were content 
that the objections had been addressed, she added that neither DfI Roads nor Environmental 
Health had offered any objection to the application.  
 
 She stated that, having regard to the Local Development Plan and all material 
considerations, it was recommended that the application be approved.  
 
 The Chairperson welcomed Ms. J. Mawhinney, MBA Planning, on behalf of Issac 
Agnew Ltd., to the meeting.  
 
 In objection to the application, Ms. Mawhinney outlined the following key facts with 
regard to issues of parking and incompatibility of uses: 
 

 The extent of Agnew’s right of way had not been detailed 
within the report and that it had an unfettered right to pass 
through without restriction;  

 That it was incorrect that Agnew’s was restricted in its 
access arrangements through its planning permission;  
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 The vehicle tracking analysis was incorrect and should 
have evidenced that there was a pinch point on the 
northwestern corner;  

 The case officer report incorrectly asserted that there was 
no evidence that the proximity of the proposed leisure 
facility and HGV movements would increase the 
likelihood of vehicular-pedestrian conflict; and 

 There was no objective evidence to support the assertion 
that the shortfall of 40no. spaces could be met by on-
street parking.  

 
 In conclusion, she stated that Angew’s had clearly demonstrated the conflict between 
its permitted operation and the proposed development, that harm was not mitigated by the 
proposed site layout or conditions sought to be imposed, and that right of way restrictions 
could not simply be disregarded.  She asked the Committee to refuse the application. 
 
 The Chairperson welcomed Ms. L. McCausland, Agent, Mr. C. O’Hara, Tetratech 
Roads Consultant, and Mr. I. McNeill, Architect, to the meeting on behalf of the applicant.  
 
 Ms. McCausland stated that the proposal had been unanimously approved by the 
Committee at its meeting in August, 2025 and that, since then, objections had been received 
from one objector, Issac Agnew Ltd. which was located to the rear of the application site.  She 
added that support for the proposal had been received from Blackstaff Residents’ Association 
and members of the public from the local community.  
 
 She stated that, in response to the objections, the application had been amended, that 
a re-consultation had been carried out and highlighted that the application before the 
Committee had been recommended for approval with no objection from any statutory 
consultees.  
 
 She explained that Agnew’s current site layout had not been built in accordance with 
or was operations as approved site layout from its own planning permission which would create 
potential conflict with existing and proposed land uses.  
 
 She stated that the objection in relation to right of way was a civil matter and not a 
planning matter.  She added that objections related to parking layout had been considered by 
planning offers and that the applicant had removed all spaces along the eastern boundary to 
facilitate Agnew’s operations with its own planning permission.  
 
 She informed the Committee that the revised ground floor plan demonstrated that the 
proposal did not seek to introduce any obstruction or impinge upon the right of way and 
demonstrated that Agnew’s existing transporter movements would not be impacted upon by 
the proposal.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
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LA04/2025/0605/F - Erection of a four storey 
building to create 29no. short-term let 
accommodation units with ancillary roof-
mounted solar panels - 341-345 Albertbridge 
Road 
 
 The Committee deferred consideration of the application in order to undertake a site 
visit. 
 

Planning Applications 
 
LA04/2024/1836/F - Proposed development of 
new walking trails linking Black Mountain Shared 
Space Project building (approved under 
LA04/2022/0853/F) on the Ballygomartin Road 
with the Upper Whiterock Road and Moyard 
Parade. Proposal to include gated accesses, 
stockproof fencing, seated areas, information 
signage, landscaping and associated site works. 
- Lands between Ballygomartin Road and Upper 
Whiterock Road and to the west (rear) of Moyard 
Parade and New Barnsley Crescent 
 
 The Senior Planning Officer summarised the application and highlighted the following 
key issues for consideration: 
 

 Principle of development; 

 Design; 

 Impact on rural character; 

 Residential amenity; 

 Contamination; 

 Green infrastructure; 

 Open space; 

 Natural environment; 

 Impact on landscape (Area of High Scenic Value (AHSV) 
and Belfast Hills); 

 Impact on trees; 

 Archaeology; 

 Access; 

 Community Cohesion and good relations; 

 Healthy Communities; and 

 Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). 
 
 He reported that the development had been designed to provide access to the Belfast 
Hills for local communities and to link with the wider path network which would improve the 
network of green infrastructure and improve access to open space.  
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 He stated that the proposal was not considered to be visually intrusive and would have 
no significant detrimental impact on rural amenity or environmental quality. 
 
 He reported that there had been no objections had been received from statutory or 
non-statutory consultees and that final comments were outstanding from the NIEA Regulation 
Unit which was currently reviewing the submitted Generic Quantitative Risk Assessment in 
respect of contaminated land.  
 
 He stated that, having regard to the Development Plan and material considerations, it 
was recommended that planning permission be granted, subject to conditions. 
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
 
LA04/2025/1693/F - Spectator fencing around 
pitch perimeter (1.2m high), 2 no. ballstop 
systems (20m x 6m high), and spectator 
hardstanding. - Existing soccer pitch at Falls 
Park (approx. 50m east of No. 47 Norglen Drive), 
Falls Road 
 
 The Senior Planning Officer provided the Committee with an overview of the application 
and highlighted the following key issues for consideration: 
 

 Principle of development; 

 Impact on amenity; and 

 Impact on the character and appearance of the area. 
 
 He informed the Committee that there had been no requirement for consultation and 
no third-party objections had been received.  
 
 He stated that, having regard to the Development Plan, relevant planning policies and 
other material considerations, it was recommended that the proposal be approved.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
 
 
LA04/2025/1694/F - The installation of 7 x 
Ballstop Systems @ 30m x 12m high. - 
Woodlands Playing Fields, Finaghy Road North 
 
 The Senior Planning Officer summarised the application and highlighted the following 
key issues for consideration: 
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 Principle of development; 

 Impact on amenity; and 

 Impact on the character and appearance of the area. 
 
 He informed the Committee that there had been no objection from consultees and that 
one neutral comment had been received and addressed within the case officer report.   
 
 He stated that, having regard to the Development Plan, relevant planning policies and 
other material considerations, it was recommended that the proposal be approved.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
 
 
LA04/2025/1695/F - Extension to existing 
spectator fencing on site, new ball stop system 
along with pedestrian and vehicular access 
gates. New kerb line and drainage along car park 
boundary. - Existing soccer pitch at Dixon 
Playing Fields (approx. 50m north-east of No. 
100 Orby Road), Grand Parade 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer provided the Committee with an overview of the 
application and highlighted the following key issues for consideration: 
 

 Principle of development; 

 Impact on amenity; and 

 Impact on the character and appearance of the area. 
 
 She informed the Committee that there had been no objection from Environmental 
Health and that no third-party objections had been received.  
 
 She stated that, having regard to the Development Plan, relevant planning policies and 
other material considerations, it was recommended that the proposal be approved.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
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LA04/2025/1696/F - Installation of 2 No. ballstop 
systems @ 30m x 6m (high). - Existing soccer 
pitches at Clarendon Playing Fields (approx. 
130m south-west of No. 5 Abbeydale Court), 
Abbeydale Gardens 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer summarised the application and highlighted the 
following key issues for consideration: 
 

 Principle of development; 

 Impact on amenity; and 

 Impact on the character and appearance of the area. 
 
 She informed the Committee that due to the minor nature of the application, 
consultations had been deemed unnecessary and that no third-party objections had been 
received.  
 
 She stated that, having regard to the Development Plan, relevant planning policies and 
other material considerations, it was recommended that the proposal be approved.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the 
conditions and to deal with any other issues that might arise, provided that they were not 
substantive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 


