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Overview

Chapter 17:



investments to enhance the shared island and address 
common strategic concerns including on balanced 

provide a strong basis for delivery on strategic 

17.1 Policy Context 

Delivery to Date

• Investment in transport infrastructure in border 

• 

• 

• Support for the North-West Strategic Growth 

• 

• 

• Establishment of the Shared Island Fund with 

projects are being made alongside funding from 

investment approaches with the Northern Ireland 

• Establishment of a new North South Research 

• 

• 

by the Government to deliver this cross-border 

• 

how the rail network can improve sustainable 
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17.2 
All–Island partnerships 

common strategic challenges for the island as a 

North/South partnership

Shared Island 

All-island 
partnerships

prosperous island
Coordinated investment and 

regionally-balanced and 

connected island

to enable balanced regional 

 

investment to protect the common 
environmental resources of the 

climate crisis and biodiversity 
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Box 17.1:

We need to plan and invest for a shared future 

labour market on an all-island basis to maximise 

investment across the island - including by 

and deliver joint and coordinated investments 

approach to planning and investment on a shared 

between Ireland and Northern Ireland also provides 

programme of support for cross-border working 

for considerable alignment of public investment 
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• take up advantages of investment at scale at an 

• 

• 

• coordinate and enhance transport and other 

connected to public investment and wider economic 

In progressing NDP Shared Island investment 

reviewed NDP provide a framework for building on 

on tackling climate breakdown and the biodiversity 

coordinated investments that deliver on shared 

in support of the peace process and peace and 

valuable forum for East-West engagement between 

sharing experience and planning on public investment 

Box 17.2: North West 
Strategic Growth Partnership

brings together Donegal County Council and 

the Irish Government and Northern Ireland 

and co-ordinate resources and regional policy 
development for sustainable growth in the North 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Box 17.3: Irish Central 

with outstanding natural environment and an 

• Core infrastructure projects including road 

• 
enhancing the sustainable tourism and well-

development of a network of cross-border 

• Enabling infrastructure to harness the region’s 

economy and agri-food sectors and sub-

Cross-border local authority regional development 

the reviewed NDP were developed taking account of 

to sustainable development on a cross-border 

underpinned by broad stakeholder engagement 

work of cross-border local authority partnerships and 

Box 17.4: East Border Region

one of the longest established local authority-led 

• 

• 

• 
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Box 17.5: Dublin Belfast 
Economic Corridor

create a stronger and broader-based trajectory 

• 

• Developing regional networks and clusters for 
regional or sub-regional strengths including 

• Working on enabling infrastructure including 

• 

17.3 Shared Island investment 

In line with our NDP Shared Island investment 

cross-border public investment projects to achieve a 

Available funding streams include the Shared Island 

1. A more connected island

Box 17.6:
Healthier island
As we emerge from the biggest public health 

redoubling our commitment to deepening and 

including all-island provision of paediatric cardiac 
surgery in Dublin and cross-border provision of 

value of both health services working closely 

together develop an overarching strategy for 

health services are available on the island for all 

Project Ireland 2040



 
for a more connected island

• 

• 
developing all-island ecosystem in digital 

• Provide specialist health services on an all-

• 

health and social care service delivery and the 

seaboard through greenway projects across the 

all-island strategic rail review to be completed in 

Road infrastructure improvements to support 

to share experience and resources in early 
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infrastructure resonates an architectural 

do so working in North-South partnership and 

such as the Riverine Community Park in Strabane 

• 

• 

• Protect and develop the Irish language and 

through the North South language bodies and 
funding commitments for the Irish language in 

2. A more sustainable island 

challenges of climate breakdown and the biodiversity 

Box 17.7: Joined-up 

across the island of Ireland

Green Deal will shape Ireland’s approach to 
addressing climate change and environmental 

and Wildlife Service and other agencies will 
work in close partnership with their Northern 

stakeholders on the island - for the necessary 

vehicle and other sustainable transport networks 
and renewable energy infrastructure are strategic 

coordinated all-island approaches including on 

marine and coastal environment and biodiversity 
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for a more sustainable island

management and water infrastructure and support 

the Shared Island Fund for approved projects 

• 
which will enhance the performance of the 

• 

• Coordinated investment to roll-out Electric 

Coordinated investment to conserve cross-border 

valuable ecosystem services and act as carbon 

3. A more prosperous island

we can have greater impact on the key drivers of 

are pillars for sustainable growth on the island 

Government will work for a more regionally-balanced 

Box 17.8:
future of Higher, and Further 

that serve and contribute to society across the 

enterprises and wider society to interact across 

and research sectors that will meet the needs and 
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for a more prosperous island

• 
infrastructure of the North West region in 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Enterprise Development Funds and work through 
the Regional Enterprise Plans to promote and 
facilitate enterprise development on a cross-

Infrastructure investments to support all-island 

sustainable development of the Agri-Food sector 

tourism into the island of Ireland to promote the 

the sustainable growth of the sector including 
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Box 17.9: EU PEACE 
programmes - partnership 
for peace, prosperity and 

support peace and prosperity across Northern 

building upon the work of the preceding PEACE 


