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Latest Status Update

As per committee’s request a letter was sent, and a reply
received, from the Department for Infrastructure advising that the
operation of the Belfast Bikes scheme is a matter for council. This
will now be considered as part of the rate setting process for
2024/25.

The Climate team has developed a Belfast EV Strategy which will
be completed and brought to SP&R Committee for approval in
January 2024. A Belfast EV group will be established thereafter
to support its implementation.

As previously reported, a visit from representatives of the
Disability Motoring UK'’s Disabled Parking Accreditation scheme
confirmed that all council off-street car parks meet their
recommendations for blue badge parking bays. Nevertheless,
officers are continuing to work in-line with the recommendations
from the Audit.

This action is being progressed by the City Centre All-Party
Working Group and will be coordinated with the ongoing work of
the Purple Flag steering group and other relevant partners.
Preparations are underway to hold a roundtable event in February
2024.

A review has been conducted to identify potential locations, ways
of signposting visitors, and how this can be achieved within our
existing programmes. A paper will be brought to a future meeting
of CG&R Committee for consideration.

Following discussion at the CG&R Committee in Oct 2023 officers
wrote to Translink also aligned to NoM #338 advising that the
Committee was informed that Council officers had engaged
specifically with Translink on this Motion and due to current
budget constraints, no commitment on free public transport
initiatives could be given. Consequently, the letter advised that
the Committee would like to discuss how to progress this issue.
Translink presented to the Special meeting of the CG&R
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Committee on 22 Nov 2023. Translink advised during Members’
questions, that the Christmas Late Night service was a starting
point which Translink would like to grow, develop and support in
the future. The Translink representative advised that longer-term
late-night services and funding options were being considered.

Research is being completed to identify appropriate locations and
sites and whether they may fit into the wider tourism approach.

DfC have confirmed by letter that they are unable to make
changes relating to rent controls without a sitting NI Assembly and
the NI Executive in place.

Officers have followed up with the Agents representing
Castlebrooke, seeking an update on their arrangements to meet
with Party Leaders and are awaiting a response.

New Update: At a meeting of the Standards and Business
Committee on 29th August it was agreed that this motion would
be referred to the CG&R for consideration and action. The
Culture Team are consulting with the street art sector and
internally with other council departments with a view to bringing
forward proposals to February committee.
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Officers wrote to Translink following the meeting of CG&R
Committee in October 2023 outlining the Committee’s concerns
in relation to the potential for night-time services to be cut over
the Christmas period for 2023 and to clarify Translink’s plans for
the Winter months. Translink presented to the Special meeting of
City Growth and Regeneration Committee on 22 November 2023.
The presentation included a video on the launch of the late-night
service in the run up to Christmas and outlined the positive
consultation which had taken place with stakeholders of the city.
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