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Planning Committee  
 

Tuesday, 9th December, 2025 
 
 

HYBRID MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
 

Members present: Councillor Murphy (Chairperson); 
Aldermen Lawlor, McCullough and Rodgers; 
Councillors Abernethy, Anglin, Bell, Brennan, 
T. Brooks, Carson; Doran, S. Douglas, Ferguson,  
Garrett, Groogan, Hanvey, Magee, McCabe,  
McCann and Whyte.  
 

In attendance:  Ms. K. Bentley, Director of Planning and Building Control; 
Mr. K. McDonnell, Solicitor (Regulatory and Planning); 
Mr. E. Baker, Planning Manager (Development Management), 
Mr. D. O’Kane, Planning Manager (Plans and Policy) 
Ms. C Reville, Principal Planning Officer; and 
Ms. C. Donnelly, Committee Services Officer. 

 
Apologies 

 
 Apologies were reported on behalf of Councillor McCabe.  
 

Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meeting of 11th November were taken as read and signed as 
correct.  It was reported that those minutes had been adopted by the Council at its meeting on 
1st December, 2025. 
 

Declarations of Interest  
 
 Councillor Brennan declared an interest in item 11c - LA04/2025/1525/F - Removal of 
condition 9 of LA04/2024/0714/F (Removal of fuel storage tanks) - Units 2a and 2b 38 Boucher 
Road, in that she had been involved with a previous application, and she left the meeting whilst 
the matter was under consideration. 
 
 Councillor Whyte declared an interest in item 10b - LA04/2025/0556/F & 
LA04/2025/0557/DCA - Proposed change of use from restaurant, public house, 2 no retail 
units and office use to public house, 2 no. restaurants, hotel with an additional 2no.storeys 
associated with the hotel use, and all external façade alterations (change of description and 
amended plans). - Lands at no's 10-22 Ann Street Belfast (including 8-10 Crown Entry and 12 
Crown Entry, in that he knew the applicant and left the meeting whilst the matter was under 
consideration. 
 
 Councillors D. Douglas and S. Douglas declared an interest in item 10b - 
LA04/2025/0556/F & LA04/2025/0557/DCA - Proposed change of use from restaurant, public 
house, 2 no retail units and office use to public house, 2 no. restaurants, hotel with an 
additional 2no.storeys associated with the hotel use, and all external façade alterations 
(change of description and amended plans). - Lands at no's 10-22 Ann Street Belfast (including 
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8-10 Crown Entry and 12 Crown Entry, in that a relative was an employee of the applicant and 
they left the meeting whilst the item was being considered. 
 

Committee Site Visits 
 

Note of Committee Site Visit 
 
 The Committee noted the site visit.  
 

Notification of Provision/Removal of Parking Bay 
 
 The Committee noted the Notice of Provision of Parking Bay in relation to Essex Grove.   
 

Notification from Statutory Bodies: Abandonment at 141-147 Upper Dunmurry Lane 
 
 The Committee noted the Notice of Abandonment.  
 

Planning Appeals Notified 
 
 The Committee noted the appeals decisions. 
 

Planning Decisions Issued 
 
 The Committee noted the planning decisions issued in November, 2025. 
 

Live Applications for Major Development 
 

The Committee noted the list of live applications for major development. 
 

Committee Decisions that have yet to issue 
 
 The Committee noted the list of Committee decisions which had not yet been issued. 
 

Miscellaneous Reports 
 
Housing Land Monitor Report 
 

The Committee noted the outcomes of the annual Housing Land Monitor for 2024/25 
and the intention to publish a summary document and accompanying online map portal on the 
Council’s website.  
 
 
Employment Land Monitor Report 
 

The Committee noted the outcomes of the annual Employment Land Monitor for 
2024/25 and the intention to publish a summary document and accompanying online map 
portal on the Council’s website.  
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Local Applications subject to objections from NI Water 
 
 The Committee agreed to delegate to the Director of Planning and Building Control 
those Local planning applications to which NI Water had objected. 
 

Planning Applications previously considered 
 
LA04/2022/0809/F - Amendments to approved 
schemes ref. Z/2008/0993/F (erection of 53 No. 
dwellings) and ref. Z/2013/0120/F (erection of 46 No. 
dwellings); to reduce overall density from 99 No. 
dwellings to 94 No. dwellings and associated and 
ancillary works. - Lands to the south and west of 
Woodland Grange to the north of Blacks Gate and to 
the east of Moor Park Mews 
 
 The Planning Manager summarised the application and explained that it had been 
brought back to the Committee as the applicant had incorrectly completed the ownership 
certificate and technically had invalidated the application.  
 
 He reported that the applicant had not served notice on a third party who had interest 
in a small parcel of land within the site but had since served the correct notice and that the 
application would be readvertised in the press on 14th December and the re-consultation 
period would end on 29th December.  
 
 He pointed out that the completion of the correct ownership certificate was a procedural 
matter and did not affect the planning merits of the proposal or previous assessment, subject 
to the review of any additional representations.  
 
 He stated that it was recommended that planning permission be granted, subject to 
conditions and a Section 76 planning agreement.  
 
 The Committee granted planning permission, subject to conditions and a Section 76 
planning agreement.  
 
 The Committee delegated authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to 
finalise the wording of the Section 76 planning agreement and conditions, and to deal with any 
other matters that might arise from outstanding consultations and further public consultation, 
provided that they were not substantive. 
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LA04/2025/0556/F & LA04/2025/0557/DCA - 
Proposed change of use from restaurant, public 
house, 2 no retail units and office use to public 
house, 2 no. restaurants, hotel with an additional 
2no.storeys associated with the hotel use, and all 
external façade alterations (change of description 
and amended plans). - Lands at no's 10-22 Ann 
Street Belfast (including 8-10 Crown Entry 
and 12 Crown Entry) 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer reported that the application had been approved by the 
Committee at its meeting in November under the following description: 
 

 Proposed change of use from restaurant, public house, 2 no retail units 
and office use to public house, restaurant, hotel and 1.no retail unit with 
an additional 2no.storeys associated with the hotel use, and all external 
façade alterations. 

 
 She explained that the applicant had submitted amended plans which removed the 
proposed retail unit, to be replaced with a restaurant and provided the Committee with an 
updated floor plan.  
 
 She stated that the application had been re-neighbour notified on 1st December and 
re-advertised on 5th December and that both DfI Rivers or DfI Roads had responded with no 
objections.  
 
 She summarised the updated assessment of the application and stated that the 
recommendation remained that the application be approved, subject to conditions.  
 
 The Committee approved the application and delegated authority to the Director of 
Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the conditions, to deal with the 
outstanding consultation response from SES and any other issues that might arise, provided 
that they were not substantive. 
 

Planning Applications 
 
LA04/2025/0605/F - Erection of a four storey  
building to create 29no. shortterm let accommodation  
units with ancillary roof-mounted solar panels –  
341-345 Albertbridge Road 
 
 The Committee agreed to defer consideration of the application in order to undertake 
a site visit. 
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LA04/2025/1525/F - Removal of condition 9 of  
LA04/2024/0714/F (Removal of fuel storage tanks) –  
Units 2a and 2b 38 Boucher Road 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer explained that the application was to seek planning 
permission for the removal of Condition 9 as it did not meet the tests of validity of planning 
conditions as the tanks referenced were not to be decommissioned.  
 
 She reported that, following consultation, the Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
concluded that it was content with the removal of Condition 9.  
 
 She stated that, having regard to the Development Plan, relevant planning policies and 
consultation responses, it was considered that the removal of the condition be approved.  
 
 The Committee approved the removal of Condition 9 and delegated authority to the 
Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of the conditions and to deal 
with any other matters that might arise, provided they were not substantive. 
 
LA04/2025/1454/F - New community wellbeing 
centre and cafe extension to existing lockhouse 
building - The Lockhouse 13 River Terrace 
 
 The Principal Planning Officer summarised the application and reported that, since 
publication of the case officer’s report, DfI Rivers and Environmental Health had responded 
with no objections.  She added that additional information which had been submitted by the 
applicant regarding access arrangements had been forwarded to DfI for re-consultation.  
 
 She explained that the Committee had previously approved a similar development at 
the site at its meeting in October, 2024 and that design changes had been required due to the 
discovery of an unknown sewage pipe which passed through the application site.  
 
 She displayed the previous and current site layout plans and explained the significance 
of the design changes.  She stated that it was recommended that the application be approved, 
subject to conditions.  
 
 The Committee approved the application, subject to conditions, and delegated 
authority to the Director of Planning and Building Control to finalise the wording of conditions, 
and deal with the outstanding DFI Roads, NIEA and SES consultation responses and any 
other issues that might arise, provided they were not substantive. 
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Restricted Item 

 
 The information contained in the report associated with the following item was 
restricted in accordance with Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern 
Ireland) 2014. 
 

 Resolved – That the Committee agrees to exclude the members of the press 
and public from the meeting during discussion of the following item as, due to the 
nature of the itemm, there would be a disclosure of exempt information as described 
in Section 42(4) and Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 
2014.  

 
 Members were also reminded that the content of ‘restricted’ reports and any discussion 
which took place during closed session must be treated as ‘confidential information’ and that 
no such information should be disclosed to the public as per Paragraph 4.15 of the Code of 
Conduct.    
 
Quarter 2 Finance Report - 2025/2026 
 
 The Committee noted the report and associated financial reporting pack.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 


